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Greetings Blendon Middle School Families!  

 

I hope your summer is off to a great start and that you will have many opportunities to spend some quality 

family time together over the coming weeks. Please take a moment to read this message closely as it 

includes two very important announcements regarding next school year.  

As a result of the district’s Middle School Redesign work, our sixth-grade students will start their school year 

on August 13, while seventh- and eighth-graders will return to class on August 14. This allows middle 

schools to have one day with only their incoming sixth-graders to help them transition to a new school and 

adapt to other new responsibilities, such as how to navigate their schedule, use their lockers, review 

lunchroom procedures and engage in get-to-know-you activities with new friends.  Please note these start 

dates in your calendar. We will continue to remind families of this schedule adjustment in future 

communications. 

Additionally, after careful consideration, we have decided it is time for us to become stricter in our 

enforcement of policies and guidelines for student cell phone use. Therefore, beginning next school year, 

students can no longer use their cell phones during class time or in the hallways during class changes, 

unless there is an approved accommodation documented with our office or written into an IEP or 504 Plan.  

Some schools around the country have taken such measures a step further by requiring students to keep 

their cell phones in their lockers. We believe there is a benefit to students having immediate access to their 

phones, especially in the event of an emergency. Therefore, from a safety standpoint, students can keep 

their phones with them during the day. 

We also will allow students to use their phones during their lunch period to contact family or for entertainment 

purposes. Inappropriate use of phones at any time, however, may result in discipline according to our 

student code of conduct. 

Though cell phones can be a valuable instructional tool, we have found that a significant number of our 

disciplinary matters point back to students’ inappropriate use of these devices throughout the school day. In 

addition, many children become distracted by their electronic devices and have a need (almost an addiction) 

to check them frequently. We believe these changes will make Blendon Middle School a place where 

children can focus on being students, concentrate on learning, and “disconnect to reconnect” with their peers 

in healthier, more appropriate ways.  

Please take a moment to share this information with your Blendon student(s) and know that we will continue 

to build their awareness of these requirements once the school year begins. Thank you in advance for your 

understanding and support of our efforts.  

Sincerely,  

Kendall Harris 

Principal 


